
Shaping Futures Together 

 

To:  Dr. Donna Leake 

From:  Carole McCombe 

Date:   May 2020 

Subject: May Report to the Board of Education 

Field Trips and Special Programs:   

Trips scheduled in May and June have been canceled due to Coronavirus. 
 

Eastford Readiness Program: 

The Readiness Program is full with 17 students. We currently have 17 students (full program) 

registered for next school year. Kindergarten 2020-2021 currently has 16 students registered.   

 
 

Eastford Readiness Council Update:   

The Council continues to work on revising and aligning policies to include all components for 

School Readiness and NAEYC. The Readiness Grant for 2020-2021 does not need to be 

submitted, we will continue to receive the same level of funding as this current year. We do not 

know yet whether or not the Quality Enhancement (QE) portion will be available to districts. 

 

Data on Student Progress:    
All State mandated testing (SBAC and NGSS) has been canceled for this school year.  Interim 

progress reports were mailed on May 6, 2020 to students in grades 2-8.  Progress reports noted 

student level of engagement in lessons, activities and work completion – NOT mastery of skills 

and standards as we typically do.  End of year reports will be in a similar format.   

 

High School Updates: 

Notification of High School acceptance is slowly being confirmed.  The following information 

shows what we know at this time: 

 

2 -  Ellis Tech – confirmed 

2 -  ACT – confirmed 

1 -  QMC- confirmed 

7- The Woodstock Academy 

0 -  E.O. Smith High School 

0 -  Killingly Ag Ed 

 

 

 



Professional Development:  
Virtual staff meetings are being held weekly and EastConn has numerous Professional 
Development offerings to support districts in transitioning to, and sustaining, remote 
learning.  Staff have devoted a great deal of time learning new technology platforms to 
support students while they are not physically in the school building. 
 
 
Remote Learning will continue through June 12, 2020 per order of Governor Lamont 
on May 5, 2020  
All staff should be commended for their dedication to learning new ways to connect and 
engage with students remotely.  Everyone is adjusting and doing their best, but we all know 
that it is not the same.  Teachers and paraprofessionals are working together to offer story-
times, lessons, activities and learning opportunities for all students.  A few extra-special 
opportunities include: 

 Zoom instrumental music lessons provided by Mr. Vaughan 
 Virtual Planetarium event hosted by Mrs. Mead and Mystic Seaport for middle 

school families 
 Driveway visits by Mrs. Reynolds to students who haven’t checked in recently 
 A Pollinator Project for grade 4 students hosted by Ms. Dill and the Eastford 

Conservation Commission  
 A collaborative approach to studying history for middle school students by 

incorporating the music of different time periods, like the Civil War, into academic 
learning – presented to students by Mr. Kernan, Mr. Tomanelli and Mr. Vaughan 

 Care boxes prepared by Ms. Murana and Mrs. Ames and delivered to students in 
PALS that contain a small stuffed animal, notebook, crayons, a handwritten letter 
and a rock project for students 

 Eastford Scavenger Hunt for grade 1 students organized by Mrs. Pittman and Mrs. 
Rhynhart 

 Eastern Blue Bird birdhouse building kit for grade 3 students prepared in 
conjunction with the Eastford Congregational Church and Mrs. Mead.  After building 
the kit with families, students will keep a photo journal of “who” is living in their 
birdhouse 

 Teacher to teacher professional development, support and collaboration across the 
board.  We are all working together to help each other do what needs to be done for 
our students 

 

Meals:   

Free meals are available for ALL public school children under the age of 18.  In Windham 

County, the following districts are set up to provide free meals to any child 18 years of age or 

younger.  Use the websites listed here or contact the school for more information.   

 

•  Killingly: https://www.killinglyschools.org/ 

•  Putnam: https://www.putnam.k12.ct.us/ 

•  Thompson: http://district.thompsonk12.org/ 

•  Windham: https://www.windhamps.org/ 

https://www.windhamps.org/


Regular monthly meetings:  

Meetings that meet regularly, once a month, will continue to be held virtually. 

 School Readiness – June 2 (TBD) 
 PTO – June 9 at 6:00 PM 
 Board of Education – June 11 at 6:00 PM 

 

Information on how to join one of these meetings can be obtained by emailing Mrs. McCombe 

(cmccombe@eastfordct.org) for School Readiness and PTO, and by emailing Ms. Gaylor  

(kgaylor@eastfordct.org)  for Board of Education.   

 

 

Grade 8 Graduation:   

Plans to celebrate grade 8 graduation are underway.  We are looking to have an outdoor “drive-

in” style ceremony with the traditional speech by the Class President and slide presentation by 

the Class Historian.  Awards and diplomas will be placed out for contact free pick up by students 

and each student will have the opportunity to walk across the “stage” and be recognized by 

families and peers.  The event will only be open to immediate family members and essential 

staff.  I will keep you posted as plans evolve.   
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